
From: Christine Wells <indivisiblechristine@gmail.com> 

Sent: Thursday, October 13, 2022 5:13 PM 

To: DES SBCC 

Subject: Please adopt the proposed energy code updates! 

 

External Email 

Chair Anthony Doan, 

I’m writing to urge you and your council to adopt the proposed energy code updates as a way of 
doing our part to address the climate crisis.  This is important to me, as a physician, for many 
reasons, including: 

• Clean energy in our homes and buildings allow us to build sustainably and 
responsibly.  Energy efficient homes are more resilient and cost less to operate once 
built, while also helping to avert public health and climate costs. 

• These code proposals will disincentivize gas cooking, which is harmful to one’s 
health.  Gas stoves release unburned methane through leaks even when they are off; 
research shows that yearly leaks from all gas stoves in the U.S. could have as much of a 
climate impact as emissions from 500,000 passenger vehicles.  WOW! 

• People spend up to 90% of their lives indoors. And yet, indoor air is estimated by the 
EPA to be two to five times more polluted than outdoor air.  An estimated $110 million 
dollars in health impacts annually can be attributed to burning fossil fuels in commercial 
buildings in Washington. The proposed code changes would allow more efficient 
sources to heat our buildings while not negatively impacting air quality. 

• Research shows buildings are also the primary cause of combustion pollution-related 
early deaths in Washington state due to their contributions to air pollution (PM2.5 and 
ozone). 

• Children in homes with gas stoves have a 42 percent increased risk of asthma 
symptoms  

• Communities who are suffering worst from pollution — often low-income, communities of 
color, and linguistically-isolated people — have higher risks of death from particle 
pollution, in part due to the historical impacts of redlining that have led communities of 
color to be pushed to live in places with greater exposure to air pollution.  

• Addressing fossil fuel use in homes is crucial for local governments to meet climate 
commitments, protect community health and safety, lower costs for builders and tenants, 
and create a green energy economy that will spur the creation of high-road jobs. 

• Transitioning homes and buildings to clean electric heating, water heating and cooking 
can sustain a significant workforce over many years.  

We are counting on your leadership to do the right thing for all Washingtonians. 
 

Sincerely, 
 

Christine R Wells, MD 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.psehealthyenergy.org%2Four-work%2Fpublications%2Farchive%2Fstove_emissions%2F&data=05%7C01%7Csbcc%40des.wa.gov%7Cffafd803a4dd4ac9a9b408daad78dc8f%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C638013032737378734%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=XXh%2BfnpuZlwOY9gQ8Rv%2B2eA7mSyaj%2BAHqpnHoVQ%2FPRE%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fiopscience.iop.org%2Farticle%2F10.1088%2F1748-9326%2Fabe74c&data=05%7C01%7Csbcc%40des.wa.gov%7Cffafd803a4dd4ac9a9b408daad78dc8f%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C638013032737378734%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=OlKm%2BHOsJpZu5q1nlSHt%2B7syO6Zj9B5RUv9tigmetPI%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nature.com%2Farticles%2Fs41586-020-1983-8&data=05%7C01%7Csbcc%40des.wa.gov%7Cffafd803a4dd4ac9a9b408daad78dc8f%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C638013032737378734%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=LiffXstYAfSdHa4%2FDJn1qNgl5bzUOIBpiEEXed%2BJDlI%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Foup.silverchair-cdn.com%2Foup%2Fbackfile%2FContent_public%2FJournal%2Fije%2F42%2F6%2F10.1093%2Fije%2Fdyt150%2F2%2Fdyt150.pdf%3FExpires%3D2147483647%26Signature%3DY6RCPjBbv2cXc7CPtOd92eMuIEpFvw0BX7McHxn4n7x5-l70EV~fJUwIapTqcd78fwOyRGb~0HrKdigMclFaChtn1BCtLBKt2SclEPL2zABGhBOCRcFxBSHDj5QicVpHoZs~hlWSH4Agpt1lJKUsgGrkdf7u58J9x8xqg~Z6HhHuWKvCDIfWSQV-yrQ16RRJ5DDG2rdgecsHz9tSytkRBdy9vcy5Yy8ffhVNPzsfN9k-xsX7BLN-MM7qLwR7aB6xV3JlevfNlrSpeTHvU7BU6koPPwFQx1AAfR08PA1rA5a7YccKl4D~1j~1fcIAPOJa3bPq8S9Id7HI2TIk7NqzFQ__%26Key-Pair-Id%3DAPKAIE5G5CRDK6RD3PGA&data=05%7C01%7Csbcc%40des.wa.gov%7Cffafd803a4dd4ac9a9b408daad78dc8f%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C638013032737378734%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=O8obcn6LHrONdlT6zbr%2BfnFNUQ0xAjKnxJ%2FSJ%2Bza3KQ%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.stateoftheair.org%2Fassets%2FSOTA-2020.pdf&data=05%7C01%7Csbcc%40des.wa.gov%7Cffafd803a4dd4ac9a9b408daad78dc8f%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C638013032737378734%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Fc81wTAQ3E8WMS0SSeZzqPujpl2cL5j1ZKLbfb%2BcIsc%3D&reserved=0

